
Accelerate: Ecclesiology: What on Earth is the Church? 

Lesson 2: The Beginning of the Church 
 
Review:  

 Origen of English “church” – Greek kuriakon, meaning “of the Lord” 
 Origin of Greek ekklesia – ek – “out” kaleo – “to call, to summon” 

o Secular use: gathering, summoned or regularly scheduled; legistlative body 
o Septuagint Use (Greek translation of Old Testament) – gathering, convocation, assembly 

 Use is often generic, unless modified by descriptor such as holy, God’s, righteous, etc. 
 New Testament Use of ekklesia – Used a total of 114 times in the N.T.; 109 refer to the Church 

   Used 3x’s of generic, secular assembly, 2x’s of Old Testament people of God 
   109 times refer to the N.T. church 
    Paul’s writings: 62x’s 
    Acts: 19x’s 
    Revelation: 20x’s 
    A few scattered across Hebrews, James and 3rd John 
    Only 3 times in the Gospels (Matt. 16:18 and 18:17) 
 
I. The Church had a beginning in time. 
A. How does the church fit in with the story and timeline of Israel? 
 1.) Some assert that the church includes Old Testament Believers. 
 2.) Some assert that the church does not include Old Testament Believers 
             We will cover this in a couple weeks! 
 3.) Is there a decisive point in the Bible that stands out as the beginning of the church? 

o Was it when Abraham was called or when the Abrahamic covenant was made? 
o Was it at one of the pivotal covenants? 
o Was it when the first person trusted in God…ever?  Adam… Able… etc.? 
o Was it during Jesus’ earthly ministry, before the cross? 
o Was it when the Spirit came, at Pentecost? 
o Was it when Paul took the Gospel to the Gentiles? 

   
 
B. The “New Covenant” Church was foretold in the Old Testament, in God’s dealings with Israel. 
 Can you explain what a covenant is? 
 Can you name the covenants in the Old Testament? 

1.) Deut. 30:1-30 and Jer. 31:30-34 –  The Mosaic Covenant was going to fail and God would do      
     something new. Sin is a barrier and knowing God was mediated for the nation. 

 2.) Ezek. 36:24-27; cf Jer. 31:30-34 – The old covenant would be replaced by a new one. A new  
      relationship with God would be based on the removal of sin, a new heart and the giving of the  
      Holy Spirit. 

 3.) Joel 2:28-29 – The new covenant will be a time when the Holy Spirit is poured out on “all  
      flesh/mankind,” unlike any time before. It is no longer limited to prophets, judges, or kings for  
      special times of deliverance.  Note who prophesies in Joel’s description:_____________________ 

 4.) Luke 3:15-17 and John 1:33 –  Before Jesus’ ministry began, the people anticipated something  
      new was about to happen. 

 5.) John 7:37-39 – Jesus underscored and validated this anticipation during his earthly ministry. 

 6.) Jesus taught his disciples that the Holy Spirit would come (John 14:16-17). 
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 7.) Jesus taught that the beginning of the church, secured by Jesus’ death and resurrection and enabled  
      with the coming of the Holy Spirit was the fulfillment of Old Testament scripture (Luke 24:44-49). 
   
 
C. The Church was spoken of as “future” by Jesus (Matt. 16:13-19, note v.18) 
 1.) Jesus spoke of the church in the future tense: I will build my church 
 2.) Jesus used possessive language, it belongs to Him: my church 
 3.) Jesus claimed to be the one responsible for the growth of the church: I will build my church (cf.  
      Acts 2:47) 
 4.) Jesus used ekklesia when teaching about church discipline (Matt. 18:15-20) but even this would  
      have to be future, as he says he will be present when 2 or 3 are gathered in his name.  Jesus would  
      be present through his Spirit at a point future from that moment (i.e. after Pentecost). 
 
 
D. Jesus spoke of a new “group,” or fellowship, differentiating it from previous any previous group,  
     linked to knowing, following, believing and obeying him. 
 1.) Jesus uses the term ekklesia in reference to this group. (see above) 
 2.) Jesus speaks of the “kingdom” that is about to begin: “at hand” (Matt. 4:17) 
  a. Jesus reveals this kingdom’s mysteries (13:11) and has demonstrates its power (12:28) 
  b. The kingdom Jesus speaks of is rejected by Israel because they reject Jesus (Matt. 11-12). 
  c. Jesus is revealed as the anointed one (king) who will build his “church” (16:18) 
  
 3.) Jesus describes the new “group” as a flock over which he is a Shepherd (Lk. 12:32; Jn 21:15-16). 
 4.) They are branches, proceeding from Jesus, the vine (John 15). 
 5.) The group has Jesus as the Bridegroom (Mk. 2:19). 
 
II. The Church was formed on the Day of Pentecost. 
 A.) What happened when the Spirit came?  

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 
or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1st Cor. 12:13) 

 B.) The sequence of events: 
o Acts 1:4-5 – Jesus’ command 
o Acts 1:6-8 – Jesus explains of their mission after the Holy Spirit comes 
o Acts 1:9-11 – Jesus’ ascension 
o Acts 1:12-14 – Jesus’ followers unite, obeying Jesus’ command, and pray. 
o Acts 1:15-26 – The disciples cast lots for Judas’ replacement (Old Testament style) 
o Acts 2:1-4 – on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes upon them all—they are “filled” 

 It happens to all of them – the church is characterized by spiritual unity 
 This is the “baptism of the Spirit” Jesus spoke of (cf. Acts 10:45 “as on us at the 

beginning”) 
o Acts 2:5-11 – The Spirit’s indwelling of believers has a visible manifestation: they all 

began speaking in intelligible tongues, the Spirit’s doing, that foreigners understood. 
o Acts 2:12-13 – this new church evoked responses of amazement, curiosity and derision. 
o Acts 2:14-36 – Peter explains the event as prophecy fulfilled and presents the Gospel. 
o Acts 2:37-41 – Peter instructs how to obtain salvation, and 3,000 are saved. 

 C.) Paul identified the beginning of the Church as occurring in Jerusalem (Romans 15:19) 
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III. The Church grew. 
 A.) The Christian mission began at Jerusalem, even for Paul (Rom. 15:19) 
  a. Christian fame spread. People came from surrounding cities to be healed (Acts 5:16). 
  b. The message was preached in times of persecution (5:42). 
  c. Thousands were added to the church, including “a great many of the priests” (2:41; 4:4; 6:7). 
 B.) The mission spreads to Samaria (Acts 8). 
  a.) The Jerusalem church is scattered because of persecution—Philip preached Christ in Samaria. 
  b.) The apostles come and pray that they will receive the Holy Spirit (v.15-17). 
 C.) The mission spreads to Gentiles (Acts 10). 
  a.) An angel invites Cornelius, a Roman centurion, to invite Peter to deliver a message to his  
       household. 
  b.) Peter has a vision about unclean food being declared clean by Jesus. 
  c.) Peter preaches “everyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness of sins (v.43) 
  d.) While Peter was still preaching, the Holy Spirit “fell” on those listening (v.44). 
  e.) The Jews are amazed to see the Holy Spirit poured out on Gentiles, too! (v.45) 
  f.) Peter orders them to be baptized. 
 D. The Apostles and the Holy Spirit are connected with these steps of church growth. 
 E.) In short time, Jesus’ commission for the Gospel to go out is obeyed by the church. 
  a. Jesus is the one who is credited with the church’s growth (Acts. 2:47) 
  b. The Holy Spirit comes upon a believer without human approval or any external work, baptism  
      or prayer of the new convert—there are no conditions, but hearing, repentance and faith. 
  c. God chooses Paul to be his “chosen instrument” and “his witness to all men” (Acts 9:15;  
      22:15). 
  a. The Gospel went out into “all the world” in a matter of a decades (Col. 1:6). 
  
  
IV. What the Church Did (Acts 2:42-47) 
 A. Believers took on regular routines of: (v.42) 
  1.) Being taught (Bible study, listening to Bible teaching) 
  2.) Participating in the lives of fellow believers (koinonia) 
  3.) Potlucks and Communion 
  4.) Prayer 
 B. The power of God was evident – “kept feeling a sense of awe” (v.43) 
 C. Material possessions became tools to help others. (v.44-45) 
 D. They gathered together in the temple and in homes, on a regular basis. 
  1.) More potlucks! – Sharing a meal with others has more significance than we realize. 
  2.) They were a joyful bunch. 
  3.) They worshiped God together. 
  4.) They had a good reputation with outsiders. 
 E. They grew in numbers. 
  1. The Gospel was being proclaimed. 
  2. The Lord added is credited with all the growth. 
  3. The growth emphasized here is people being saved and joining in the koinonia. 
  
 
 
 


