
Job Introduction 
Theme:  The problem of human suffering 

If God is just and good, why do innocent people suffer? 
 

Overview 
Chapters 1-3 

• Satan accused God of protecting Job. 

• Job was tested by Satan. 

• God permitted Satan to attack Job and to take all that he had except his life and his wife. 

• Job lamented his circumstances. 
Chapters 4-37 

• Job’s four friends evaluated his situation and gave him counsel. 

• Three rounds of counsel took place with Job responding after each of his friends spoke. 

• Finally, Elihu, the youngest of Job’s friends, gave his evaluation. 

 Eliphaz Job Bildad Job Zophar Job Elihu 

Round 1 4-5 6-7 8 9-10 11 12-14  

Round 2 15 16-17 18 19 20 21  

Round 3 22 23-24 25 26-31    

       32-37 

Chapters 38-41   God Revealed Himself to Job:  God is sovereign! 
Chapter 42  The restoration of Job 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The speeches of Eliphaz (Chapters 4, 5, 15, 22)  

Argument from personal experience 
4:1-6 Eliphaz wanted to help Job. 
4:7-11 Eliphaz presented a cause and effect argument for suffering. 
4:12-21 Eliphaz supported his argument by claiming to have had a dream. 
5:1-7 Eliphaz suggested that Job was a fool. 
5:8-16 Eliphaz suggested that Job should seek God. 
5:17-24 Eliphaz concluded that if Job would repent, his troubles would disappear. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
15:1-6 Eliphaz accused Job of being a windbag, trying to justify himself by words rather 

than face his true condition before God. 
15:7-16 Eliphaz accused Job of ignoring the wisdom of the ages and ignoring the sinfulness of 

man. 
15:17-35 The wicked experience loss. Danger awaits the wicked. They suffer pain, calamity, 

anguish, and premature death.  Job is considered to be among the wicked! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
22:1-11 Eliphaz accused Job of neglecting the poor. 
22:12-20 Eliphaz accused Job of thinking that God is too exalted and removed to be feared by 

wicked men. 
22:21-30 Eliphaz urged Job to repent. 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Summary from Eliphaz: 
1.  God is righteous. He punishes the wicked and blesses the good. 
2.  Job is suffering because of sin.  Only the wicked suffer. 
3.  Job should submit to God who would bless him if he would repent. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The speeches of Bildad (Chapters 8, 18, 25)  

Argument from history (teachings of his predecessors; tradition) 
8:1-7 Bildad suggested that Job’s children died because of their sins. 
8:8-10 Bildad suggested that Job look at history to see the truth of what he had to say. 
8:11-22 Bildad proclaimed that the way of the wicked will perish. 

 The righteous will be restored. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
18:1-4 Bildad stated that Job was foolish. 
18:5-21 Bildad described the lot of the wicked. 
 Job, like the wicked, suffered affliction from being cursed by God. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
25:1-6 Bildad informed Job that he could not argue with God. Don’t bother. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Summary from Bildad: 
Bildad was less sensitive than Eliphaz and more argumentative. 
1.  God is judge.  
2.  The wicked always suffer because of sin. 
3.  Like Eliphaz, he concluded that Job was suffering because of sin. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The speeches of Zophar  (Chapter 11, 20)  

Argument from assumption. 
11:1-6 Zophar rebuked Job and said that he really deserved more punishment from God. 
11:7-12 Zophar rebuked Job’s foolishness by praising the wisdom of God. 
11:13-20 Zophar urged Job to repent, calling him a sinner and rebuking him for trying to 

understand God’s ways. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
20:1-11 Zophar argued that the joy of the wicked is only momentary. 
20:12-19 Zophar pointed out that riches are as poison to the wicked. 
20:20-29 Zophar reminded Job that God is against the wicked. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Summary from Zophar: 
Zophar was more blunt and harsh than the other two. 
1.  God is unbending and merciless. 
2.  Common sense concludes that Job suffered because of sin. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



The speeches of Elihu (Chapters 32-37) 

Argument from education and logic. 
32:1-22 Elihu desired to speak. 
33:1-7 Elihu requested that Job listen to his counsel. 
33:8-12 Elihu recounted Job’s claim of innocence and injustice. 
33:13-18 Elihu said that God restores through dreams and visions. 
33:19-22 Elihu said that God restores through physical chastening. 
33:23-28 Elihu said that God restores through angels. 
33:29-33 Elihu asks Job to listen to him. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
34:1-9 Elihu recounted Job’s claim that God was being unfair. 
34:10-15 Elihu proclaimed that God cannot be unjust. 
34:16-20 Elihu affirms that God’s rule is just. 
34:21-30 Elihu reminded Job that God can act without a hearing from man. 
34:31-37 Elihu affirmed that Job should continue to be afflicted. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
35:1-8 Elihu corrected what he considered to be Job’s wrong perspective. 
35:9-16 Elihu pointed out that man’s pride keeps him from God. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
36:1-16 Elihu reminded Job of the fact and purpose of suffering. 
36:17-23 Elihu urged Job to persevere through his suffering. 
36:24-33 Elihu exalted God’s work. 
37:1-13 Elihu noted the God’s works are beyond comprehension. 
37:14-20 Elihu considered God’s wonders. 
37:21-24 Elihu announced God’s majesty, power, and justice. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Summary from Zophar: 
His attitude was perceptive with some conceit. 
1.  God is a disciplinarian.  He is a teacher. 
2.  Job should humble himself and submit to God.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 All of Job’s friends wrongly assumed that his suffering was the result of discipline form 

God because of sin in his life. 
 All of them encouraged Job to repent of his sin. 
 

  



Job’s Responses 
 

 Self-laments Laments against God Laments against enemies 

Chapter 3 3:11-19, 24-26 3:20-23 3:3-20 

Chapters 6-7 6:1-12 
7:1-10 

7:12-21 6:13-20 

Chapters 9-10 9:25-31 9:17-23 
10:8-17 

 

Chapters 12-14 14:1-6, 7-15 13:3, 14-16, 23-27  

Chapters 16-17 17:4-10 16:9-14  

Chapter 19  19:7-12 19:13-29 

Chapter 21    

Chapters 23-24 23:3-12   

Chapters 26-31 29:2-6, 12-20 
30:16-19, 24-31 

30:20-23 30:1-15 

 
Summary:  Three basic complaints 
1.  God does not hear me. (13:3, 24; 19:7; 23:3-5; 30:20) 
2.  God is punishing me, but I am innocent! (6:4; 7:20; 9:17) 
3.  God allows the wicked to prosper. (21:7) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Chapters 38-41   God Revealed Himself to Job:   

❖ God is Sovereign! 
 
Chapter 42  The restoration of Job 
➢ Job acknowledged his error with a repentant heart. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Lesson learned: 
God’s ways are beyond our understanding. 
Suffering isn’t necessarily because of sin in our lives. 
We can live on, trusting God despite loses. 


