
Overview of the Poetic Books 
 
➢ The Poetic Books link the past of the historical books to the future of the prophetic books. 
  
Book Themes: 
Job  Suffering and Sovereignty 
Psalms Songs for Worship 
Proverbs Wisdom for Daily Life 
Ecclesiastes Without God, life is meaningless. 
Song of Solomon Love between a husband and wife 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Job 
Martin Luther… “more magnificent and sublime than any other book of Scripture.” 
Tennyson… “the greatest poem, whether of ancient or modern literature.” 
The Book of Job contains examples of almost every kind of literature which appears in the Old 

Testament. The author has incorporated (1) laments (e.g., ch. 3), (2) complaints (e.g., chs. 
6–7), (3) hymns (e.g., 9:4–10), (4) proverbs (e.g., 5:2), and (5) rhetorical questions (e.g., 4:7) 
in abundance.1 

 
Theme: Man’s Suffering and God’s Sovereignty 
 
Summary 
1.  Job was a righteous man who suddenly encountered intense suffering. 
2.  The book reveals three cycles of debate between Job and his friends who insisted that his 

misfortune must have been caused by sin. 
3.  God reveals Himself in majesty and power. 
4.  The real issue was not Job’s suffering, but God’s sovereignty. 
 
Basic Outline 
Chapters 1-3 The testing of Job 
Chapters 4-37 Debate with his friends (three rounds of debate) 
Chapters 38-42 Diagnosis from God 

 
Key features 
Dialogues Chapters 3-27 (Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar) 
Monologues Chapters 28-41 (Job 29-31; Elihu 32-37; God 38-41) 
 
James 5:11 commends Job’s steadfastness during suffering as a model for Christians.  

 
  

                                                           
1 Smith, J. E. (1996). The wisdom literature and Psalms (Job). Joplin, MO: College Press Pub. Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ots-wsdm;ref=Bible.Job;off=18761;ctx=_(e.g.,_32:6$E2$80$938).$EF$BB$BF29$0A~The_Book_of_Job_cont


Psalms  

Theme:  Songs for Worshipping God 
 
Observations 
1.  The Psalms are identified as the hymn book of the Scriptures. 
2.  Most of the Psalms were set to music and accompanied by various instruments. 
3.  The Psalms span a period from Moses to the post-exilic period. 
4.  The Psalms cover a range of human emotions and experiences. 
 
General Outline:  Five books of Psalms (Each book concludes with its own doxology.) 

Book One  Psalms 1-41 
  The Believer’s Life (Psalms 1–15) 
  The Believer’s Salvation (Psalms 16–29) 
  The Experiences of the Redeemed (Psalms 30–41) 

Book Two   Psalms 42-72 
Deliverance for the Estranged (Psalms 42–51) 
The Faithful and the Faithless (Psalms 52–60) 
David and the Great King (Psalms 61–72) 

Book Three   Psalms 73-89 
The Mighty Help of God (Psalms 73–83) 
The Hope of Divine Help (Psalms 84–89) 

Book Four   Psalms 90-106 
The Universal Rule of Yahweh (Psalms 90–106) 

Book Five Psalms 107-150 
The Ways and the Word of God (Psalms 107–119) 
Songs of the Pilgrimage (Psalms 120–134) 
Songs of Final Praise (Psalms 135–150)2 

 
Varieties of Psalms 
The variety of songs in this book caused it to be left unnamed in the Old Testament. The Jews 

referred to it as “The Book of Praises,” while the Septuagint entitled it “The Book of 
Psalms.” 

• Lament – either individual or community; including Penitential and Imprecatory 

• Thanksgiving or praise – either individual or community; including Psalms of trust in God 
and Salvation history 

• Songs for public worship: Covenant songs, Royal or Enthronement songs, songs of Zion, 
Temple liturgies 

• Wisdom Psalms 
Psalms can also be classified according to themes: 
 i.e. Creation, the Exodus, imprecatory, penitence, psalms of pilgrims, Messianic 
 

                                                           
2 Smith, J. E. (1996). The wisdom literature and Psalms. Joplin, MO: College Press Pub. Co. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ots-wsdm;art=contents;off=375;ctx=$0ATHE_BOOK_OF_PSALMS$0A~_9._Getting_Acquaint


Proverbs 
Theme: Wisdom for Daily Life 
 
Author:  Solomon 

1 Kings 4:32 attributes three thousand proverbs and 1005 songs to Solomon. 
 
What is a proverb? 

❖ A proverb is “a short popular saying that expresses effectively some commonplace truth 
or useful thought.” 

❖ A wise saying or precept. 
 Compare modern day proverbs: 

 
 
Observations: 
1.  Psalms emphasize devotional life while Proverbs focus upon practical life. 
2.  The Proverbs are designed to equip the reader in practical wisdom, discernment, discipline, 

and discretion. 
3.  Almost every facet of human relationships is addressed in this book. 
 
General Outlines 
1:1-7 Introduction  
1:8-9:18 The Precepts of Wisdom 
10:1-24:34 The Proverbs of Solomon 
25:1-29:27 The Proverbs of Solomon copied by Hezekiah’s men 
30:1-33 The Words of Agur 
31:1-9 The Words of Lemuel 
31:10-31 The Capable Wife 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ecclesiastes 
Theme:  Life is meaningless without God. 
 
Observations: 
▪ The author relates the quest for purpose and satisfaction in life under the sun. 
▪ Wisdom, wealth, works, pleasure, and power all lead to futility and striving after wind. 
▪ The problem was compounded by the uncertainties of life and seeming lack of purpose in 

life’s events. 
▪ The only source of ultimate meaning and fulfillment is God Himself. 
▪ We are to acknowledge the inability to understand all the ways of God, trust and obey Him, 

and enjoy His gifts. 
  
Key Phrases 
“under the sun” 29x; vanity 37x; upon the earth 7x 



General Outline 
1:1-3 Prologue 
1:4-2:26 Futility demonstrated 
3:1-22 God’s design for life 
4:1-5:20 The futility of the various circumstances of life 
 (oppression, work, political success, false worship, riches) 
6:1-12 The futility of riches 
7:1-12:8 Counsel for living 
12:9-14 Conclusion 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Song of Solomon 
 
Theme:  Love Between a Husband and Wife 
 
Observations 
“This beautiful song portrays the intimate love relationship between Solomon and his 
Shulamite bride.  It magnifies the virtues of physical and emotional love in marriage.” 
 
General Outline 
Chapter 1 The bride’s love for the king 
Chapter 2 The bride’s delight in the king’s love 
Chapter 3:1-5 The bride’s dream of her lover’s disappearance and her joy at finding him 
Chapter 3:6-11 The bridal procession 
Chapter 4 The king adores his bride 
Chapter 5 Another dream of her lover’s disappearance 
Chapter 6 The loveliness of the bride 
Chapter 7 Their mutual devotion 
Chapter 8  Their love unquenchable and their union indissoluble 
 
➢ This song is often seen as a picture of God’s love for His people. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 


