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Lesson 2. The Image of God 
 

I.  Mankind is made in the image of God. 
 Genesis 1:26-27  “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over 
the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ 
God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them.” 
 Who is “us” and “our” in these verses? 

 
A.  “Image” translates the Hebrew “tselem.” 

• a shadow; a resemblance or reflection of something greater. 

• an image, likeness; idol; pattern; model or example of something 

• a likeness or representation resembling something or someone 
B.  Man is clearly different from the animals already created. 
C.  Humans can have a unique relationship with God.  

1.  He made us with intellect, emotions, will, and desire. 
2.  He gave us a spiritual nature that enables us to know Him and worship Him. 

 

II.  The image of God is not specifically defined in Scripture. 
➢ Man is created to resemble God in some important way. 
Westminster Shorter Catechism.  “How did God create man? God created man male and 

female after His own image, in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with dominion 
over the creatures.” 

 

III.  The image of God is still present in fallen man. 
 Genesis 9:6  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the 

image of God He made man.” 
 James 3:8-9  “But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly 

poison.  With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 
made in the image of God.” 

1.  Sin has impacted the image of God in man. 
Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:2 

2.  It is only through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection that mankind can be transformed 
and conformed to the image of Christ.   
Romans 8:28-29 

 
  



IV.  Concepts used to describe the image of God: 
A.  Humans image God as they function as rulers and managers of His creation. 
 Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 8:5-8 
1.  This view stresses the command to exercise dominion 
2.  Sin impacts mankind so that he cannot rule as was intended. 
3.  Dominion is fully realized when we reign with Him.  Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:18, 26-

30; cf. 2 Timothy 2:12; 1 Corinthians 6:2-3) 
➢ Rather than being the image of God, rulership seems to be the role assigned to 

image bearers. 
 

B.  Superior intellect reflects the image of God.  
 Colossians 3:9-10 “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its 

evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.” 

 
C.  The image of God is seen in righteous character. 
 Ephesians 4:24 “and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been 

created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” 
1.  The image of God has been corrupted through sin. 
2.  Jesus is in the image of the invisible God  

Colossians 1:15; 2 Corinthians 4:4) 
3.  Those who are saved are being renewed to conform to the image of Christ. 

Romans 8:29 
 

D.  People reflect the image of God as they relate to Him and to each other.   
1.  Just as the Creator is a being in relationship, so are his creatures. 
2.  This view places emphasis on the spiritual nature of mankind.  
3.  We are spiritual beings capable of communicating with God, able to worship and 

serve God, having moral conscience. 
4.  “in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” 

(Note the attack on the image of God reflected in male / female!) 
 

V.  The image of God is in some way a reflection of the triune God. 
A.  The relationship among the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is characterized as: 

• Equivalency and Difference (Distinction) 
Though each is equally God, the three have distinct roles 

• Authority, Submission, Honor 
The Son submits to the will of the Father.  The Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son 
and directs honor and glory toward them. 

• Interconnected and Interdependent 
 
B.  Social structures established by God reflect His triune nature. 

(marriage, family, church, body of Christ, state, labor, community) 



1.  Marriage and Family reflect the image of God. 
a.  Though equal “in Christ,” husband and wife have distinct roles. 
b.  Husbands are given headship and are to love their wives. 
 Wives have the role of helpmates and submit themselves to their husbands. 
 Genesis 1:26-28; Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:1-7 
c.  Husbands and wives are one and complete one another. 
d.  Children are subject to their parents and are to honor them. 

Ephesians 6:1-4; Colossians 3:20; Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 
✓ Why does God hate divorce? 

 
2.  Church structure reflects the image of God. 

a.  Christ as head of the church establishes leaders (elders, pastor-teachers) to 
shepherd the flock.  Titus 1:5; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11 

b.  Authority is given to leaders and people are to be subject to their leaders. 
1 Peter 5:5; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Corinthians 16:16; 

c.  Honor is to be given to leaders and to God. 
 1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:17 
✓ Note how the “body of Christ” reflects equality and difference, submission and 

authority, and interconnectedness and interdependence. 
 

3.  Government structure reflects the image of God. 
a.  God is sovereign over nations. 

Psalm 22:28; 2 Chronicles 20:6;  
b.  God establishes governing rulers for His purposes (God, Rulers, Citizens) 

Proverbs 16:9, 10; 21:1; Daniel 2:21; Romans 9:17 
c.  Citizens are to be subject to and honor God and their rulers. 

Romans 13:1; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-17 
✓ What is the significance of the state taking sovereignty over marriage, family, 

church, labor, and community? 
 

VI.  The image of God is being restored in the believer. 
 Romans 8:29  “For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 

to the image of His Son, so that He would be he firstborn among many brethren.” 
 1 Corinthians 15:49  “Just as we have borne the image of the earthly, we will also bear 

the image of the heavenly.” 
 2 Corinthians 3:18  “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of 

the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from 
the Lord, the Spirit.” 

 Ephesians 4:24  “and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created 
in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” 

 Colossians 3:10  “and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him –” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 How can we increase our reflection of the image of God? 


