
Anthropology 10/15/17 

Lesson 3. The Purpose of Mankind 
 

Introduction  
 Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and 

power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” 
 We are created by God, but for what purpose? 

A.  Purpose:  
1.  the reason for which something is done or created or for which something exists. 
2.  something set up as an object or end to be attained :INTENTION 

 
B.  Give real life examples of the following statement… 

“Problems often result when things are created for one purpose, but we try to use them 
for a completely different purpose.” 

•   

•  
➢ Our lives are unsatisfied when we do not pursue the purpose for which we are created.  

 
C.  Questions about the meaning of life have been expressed in a broad variety of ways, 

including the following: 
• What is the meaning of life? What is the purpose of life? 
• What's it all about? Who are we? Why are we here? 
• What is the significance of life? What is the value of life?  
• What is the reason to live? What are we living for?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

I.  Humanistic views: 
A.  “If organic evolution is true, then there is no purpose in life. Life is an accident, and 

people search in vain for any meaning to it. So, many conclude that there is no higher 
purpose than to make life enjoyable for themselves and others.” 

 
B.  “The purpose of man is like the purpose of the pollywog – to wiggle along as far as he 

can without dying; or, to hang on to life until death takes him.” (Clarence Darrow – 1988 
– cited in ‘The Best of Humanism.’) 

 
C.  Give examples of popular views on the purpose of life without God. 

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•   

•  
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/attain
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intention


II.  Historical Church Catechisms 
A.  Westminster Shorter Catechism – written in 1646 and 1647 by the Westminster 

Assembly, a synod of English and Scottish theologians and laymen intending to bring 
the Church of England into greater conformity with the Church of Scotland. 
1.  The first question:  "What is the chief end of Man?"  
2.  The answer:  "Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever".  
 

B.  The Baltimore Catechism – written as a standard Catholic school text. 
1.  The question:  "Why did God make you?"  
2.  The answer:  "God made me to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this 

world, and to be happy with Him forever in heaven. 
➢ Summary: 

God created mankind to glorify Him, know Him, love Him, serve Him, and enjoy Him 
forever. 

 

III.  Our ultimate purpose is to _______________________________ . 
A. Glorify = to praise, honor, magnify 
 Psalm 150:6 “Let everything that has breathe praise the Lord.” 
 Isaiah 43:7 “Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My 

glory, whom I have formed, even whom I have made.” 
 1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to 

the glory of God.” (cf. 1 Peter 4:11) 
 Colossians 3:17 “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.” 
 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 

who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you 
have been bought with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body. 
 

B.  We glorify God as we accomplish the work He has given us to do.  
1.  How did Jesus glorify His Father? 

• John 17:4 
 
2.  How do we glorify our Father? 

• John 15:8  
 

IV.  Living out His purpose for our lives: 
 Deuteronomy 10:12-13 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord require from you, but to 

fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, and love Him, and to serve the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the Lord’s 
commandments and His statutes…” 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Assembly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland


A.  We are to ___________________________________________ . 
 Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 (contrast Ecclesiastes 2:1-11) 

“The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, 
because this applies to every person.  For God will bring every act to judgment, 
everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.” 
Note: “this applies to every person” is literally, “for this is the whole of man,” i.e. for 

this is what man is all about! 
1.  See doctrinal summary sheet on “The Fear of the Lord.” 
2.  Note: To fear the Lord includes the Deuteronomy 10:12-12 phrases “to walk in all His 

ways” and “to keep the Lord’s commandments.”  
 

B.  We are to ___________________________________________ . 
1.  We glorify God as we love Him with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind, 

and with all our strength. This is the first and greatest commandment of all.  
(Matthew 22:36-40; Mark 12:28-31; Deuteronomy 6:5)  
 What is agape love?  
 What does it mean to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your 

soul?” 
 

2.  To love God is to be obedient to His Word. 
 2 John 6 “And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments.” 
 John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” 
 1 John 5:2, 3 “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 

God and observe His commandments.” 
 

C.  We are to ___________________________________________ . 
 Deuteronomy 10:12-13 “and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul,” 
 What does it mean to “serve the Lord your God with all your heart and all your 

soul?” 
 

 Psalm 100:1-3 “Serve the Lord with gladness” 
 In verse 3, what three declarations are we making as we serve the Lord? 

1. 

2.  

3.  

 Matthew 6:24. We can only serve one master. We are designed to serve God. 
 Revelation 22:3-5 “His bond-servants will serve Him.” 

 
 
 
 



V.  Our eternal purpose is to __________________________________________ . 
A.  We must first know him. 
 John 17:3 “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent.” 
 Philippians 3:8 “I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,” 
 
 B.  We will enjoy Him forever. 
 Psalm 16:11 “You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness 

of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” 
 Psalm 73:25-26 “Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing 

on earth. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.”  

 Revelation 21:1-7 

==================================================== 
Summary Statement: Write a paragraph describing the purpose of mankind. 
 Why am I alive today? How do I live out God’s purpose for my life today? 


