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Lesson 4. The Destiny of Mankind  
 

Introduction: Worldviews concerning the afterlife 
A.  Where do people generally get their view of the afterlife? 
 
 
B.  Examples of Afterlife Views: 

1.  Atheistic 

2.  Egyptian and Greek mythology  

3.  Eastern religions (Hinduism, Buddhism) – Reincarnation  

4.  Mormonism 

5.   

6.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Biblical Worldview of the Destiny of Mankind 
I.  Our present physical bodies 

A.  What will happen to the physical bodies of individuals according to Genesis 3:19? 
 

B.  What is the exception found in 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52? 
 
II.  The Destiny of Unbelievers 

A.  Explain the terms sheol, hades, gehenna, lake of fire, tartarus. 
1.  Sheol – Old Testament Hebrew word referring to the final resting-place of all mankind. 

a.  of the righteous 
  Psalm 16:10; Isaiah 38:10 
  Psalm 30:3  “O Lord, You have brought my soul from Sheol; You have kept me 

alive, that I would not go down to the pit.” 
b.  of the wicked 
 Psalm 9:17  “The wicked will return to Sheol, even all the nations who forget 

God.” 
 Job 24:19  “Drought and heat consume the snow waters, so does Sheol those 

who have sinned.” 
 

2.  Hades – New Testament Greek word referring to the place where unbelievers await 
their final judgment. 
  Luke 16:19-31  The Rich Man and Lazarus 

Luke 16:23  “In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham 
far away and Lazarus in his bosom.” 



  Revelation 20:13-14  “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death 
and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every 
one of them according to their deeds.  Then death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.” 

 
3.  Gehenna – Hell, the eternal state of punishment  
  Matthew 10:28 “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the 

soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
  Matthew 23:33 “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the 

sentence of hell?” 
The Lake of Fire 
 Matthew 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, 

accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his 
angels;’” 

 Revelation 20:15 “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 

 
4.  Tartarus – Greek word referring to the place where some fallen angels are bound, 

awaiting their final judgment. 
  2 Peter 2:4 (only occurrence of this word in the New Testament) 

“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and 
committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgement,” 

 
B.  What happens to the unbeliever at the point of physical death? 
 Luke 16:22-26 (The rich man and Lazarus) 

 
C.  What is the future of unbelievers in the following passages? 
 Revelation 20:11-13 

 
 Revelation 20:14, 15 

 
D.  How is their eternal condition described in the following verses? 
 Matthew 13:41, 42; 25:41, 46 

 
III.  The Destiny of Believers 

A.  What happens to believers at the point of physical death? 
 2 Corinthians 5:8 
 Philippians 1:21, 23 

 
B.  What happens to believers who do not die before Jesus returns? 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 

 
C.  How is the eternal existence of believers described in Revelation 21:3-7? 

It will be heavenly!  (Caution – Where do you get your worldview of heaven?) 


