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Definition 
1.  The phrases “fear of the Lord” and “to fear God” occur frequently through Scripture.   
2.  Common definition – “To fear God is to stand in awe of His righteousness, majesty, and 

power.” 
3.  The “fear of the Lord” is an expression which is better understood as: 

➢ “learning and following the Word of God.”  
 

Description from passages in Deuteronomy 
1.  Fear of the Lord is required and commanded. 

Deuteronomy 6:24; 10:12-13 
2.  Fear of the Lord is to be taught, learned and passed from generation to generation. 

Deuteronomy 4:10; 6:1-2; 14:23; 17:18, 19; 31:12, 13 
3.  Only the Lord God is to be feared, not other gods. 

Deuteronomy 6:13, 14 
4.  Fear of the Lord brings blessing. 

Deuteronomy 5:29; 6:2, 24, 25 
5.  Neglect of the fear of the Lord brings cursing and discipline. 

Deuteronomy 28:58-59 
6.  Fear of the Lord is associated with the following: 

a.  to walk in His ways Deuteronomy 10:12; 8:6 
b.  to love Him Deuteronomy 10:12 
c.  to serve Him Deuteronomy 10:12, 20; 13:4 
d.  to keep His commandments Deuteronomy 10:13; 13:4; 5:29; 6:2; 8:6 
e.  to listen to His voice Deuteronomy 13:4 
f.  to carefully observe His statutes Deuteronomy 6:24; 17:18, 19 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Illustration of the Fear of the Lord:  2 Kings 17 
:1-6   Israel was defeated by Assyria and taken into exile. 
:7-23 The reason for the exile was that: 

1.  They feared other gods by being obedient to the customs and requirements of those gods. 
2.  They did not keep God’s commandments. 

:24, 25 Foreigners in Israel did not fear God and were cursed. 
:26-28 The problem was ignorance.  The fear of the Lord needed to be learned.  In order to obey, the 

people had to be taught the “custom of the god of the land, that is, the commands of the God of 
Israel, the Jewish law. 

:29-33 The people attempted to serve all the gods, including the Lord. 
 (see Deuteronomy 6:13, 14) 
:34-39 The people were exhorted to fear the Lord God only, by obeying Him and keeping His 

commandments, and not to fear other gods by serving them. 
:40, 41 The People continued to compromise by attempting to serve other gods as well as the Lord, 

Conclusion: 

The fear of the Lord is learning and obeying the commands of God. 



The Fear of the Lord in the Psalms and Proverbs 

 
I.  Characteristics of the Fear of the Lord 

A.  The Fear of the Lord is learned.  
 Psalm 34:11 “Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.”  
 See Psalm 34:11-14 
✓ What words are parallel to “the fear of the Lord” in Psalm 19:7-9; see :10-11. 

 Psalm 86:11 “Teach me Your way, O Lord; I will walk in Your truth; unite my heart to 
fear Your name.” 

 Psalm 119:79 “May those who fear You turn to me, even those who know Your 
testimonies.” 

 
B.  The Fear of the Lord includes instruction in wisdom. Proverbs 2:1-5 
 Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;  
  Fools despise wisdom and instruction.”   
 Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,  
  and the knowledge of the Holy one is understanding.”   
 Proverbs 15:33 “The fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom.”   
Contrast those who do not respond to wisdom: 
 Proverbs 1:29 “Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the 

Lord.” 
 
C.  The Fear of the Lord includes obedience to God’s Word. 
 Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;  

a good understanding have all those who do His commandments.” 
 Psalm 103:17-18 “But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting to 

everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children, to 
those who keep His covenant, and who remember His precepts to do them.” 

 Psalm 119:63 “I am a companion of all those who fear You, and of those who keep 
your precepts.” 

 Proverbs 14:2 “He who walks in his uprightness fears the Lord, but he who is crooked 
in his ways despises Him.”   

Contrast the wicked 
 Psalm 36:1, 3  “Transgression speaks to the ungodly within his heart; there is no fear 

of God before His eyes.” “He has ceased to be wise and to do good.” 
 
D.  The Fear of the Lord is avoidance of evil. 
 Proverbs 3:7 “Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn from evil.”   
 Proverbs 8:13 “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil.”    
 Proverbs 16:6 “By the fear of the Lord one keeps away from evil.”   
 Proverbs 23:17 “Do not let your heart envy sinners, but live in the fear of the Lord 

always.” 
 



II.  Blessings and Benefits to Those Who Fear the Lord. 
A.  Wisdom and Instruction 
 Psalm 111:10  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;  

a good understanding have all those wo do His commandments.” 
 Psalm 25:12, 14  “Who is the man who fears the Lord?  He will instruct him in the 

way he should choose.”  “The secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him, and He 
will make them know His covenant.” 

 Note the reciprocal relationship between the fear of the Lord and wisdom: 
1.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning (foundation) of wisdom. 
2.  Wisdom leads to knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

B.  Lovingkindness 
 Psalm 103:11  “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His 

lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.” 
 Psalm 147:11  “The Lord favors those who fear Him, those who wait for His loving 

kindness.” 
C.  Goodness 
 Psalm 31:19  “How great is Your goodness, which You have stored up for those who 

fear You, which You have wrought for those who take refuge in You, before the sons 
of men! 

D.  Compassion 
 Psalm 103:13  “Just as the father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has 

compassion on those who fear Him.” 
E.  Protection 
 Psalm 33:18-19  “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who 

hope for His lovingkindness, to deliver their soul from death, and keep them alive 
from famine,” 

 Psalm 34:7  “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues 
them.” 

F.  Provision of needs 
 Psalm 34:9  “O fear the Lord, you His saints; for to those who fear Him there is no 

want.” 
 Psalm 111:5  “He has given food to those who fear Him; He will remember His 

covenant forever.” 
G.  Fulfilled desire 
 Psalm 145:19  “He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; he will also hear their 

cry and will save them.” 
H.  Blessing 
 Psalm 112:1  “How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in his 

commandments.”  (read Psalm 112:1-10) 
 Psalm 128:1  “How blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in His ways.” 

(read Psalm 128:1-6) 
I.  Stability in life 
 Proverbs 14:26 “In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence.”   



 Proverbs 15:16 “Better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great treasure and 
turmoil with it.”   

J.  Reward 
 Proverbs 22:4  “The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, honor, 

and life.” 
K.  Prolonged life 
 Proverbs 10:27  “The fear of the Lord prolongs life, but the years of the wicked will be 

shortened.” 
 Proverbs 14:27  “The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the 

snares of death.” 
 Proverbs 19:23  “The fear of the Lord leads to life, so that one may sleep satisfied, 

untouched by evil.” 
L.  Praise from others 
 Proverbs 31:30 “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the 

Lord, she shall be praised.” 
============================================================================== 
III.  Our Response:  

A.  Trust Him 
 Psalm 115:11 “You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord; He is their help and their 

shield.” 
B.  Praise Him 
 Psalm 22:23  “You who fear the Lord, praise Him; all you descendants of Jacob glorify 

Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israel.” 
 Psalm 118:4  “Oh let those who fear the Lord say, ‘His lovingkindness is everlasting.’” 

C.  Serve one another 
 Ephesians 5:21 “Be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.”  Ephesians 5:21 

D.  Spiritual Growth 
 2 Corinthians 7:1 “Let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 

perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  
E.  Church Growth 
 Acts 9:31 “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed 

peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ecclesiastes 12:13  
 “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, 

because this applies to every person.” 
 


