
The Will of God 
 

I.  Spheres of divine will: 

A.  Sovereign Will 

1.  God has an eternal and comprehensive plan in which all things have their place 

and by which all things proceed. 

 Psalm 103:19  “The Lord has established His throne in the heavens; and 

His sovereignty rules over all.” 

 Daniel 4:35  “He does according to His will in the host of the heaven 

and among the inhabitants of earth; and who can ward off His hand or 

say to Him, ‘What have you done?’” 

2.  God’s sovereign will is partly known: 

 a.  by His revelation of portions of His plan, 

 b.  by its outworking in history. 

 

B.  Revealed Will (sometimes called moral will) 

1.  God has given information in the Bible which teaches how all should live. 

 Micah 6:8  “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God?” 

 Ecclesiastes 12:13  “Fear God and keep His commandments, because 

this applies to every person.” 

 Colossians 1:9  “We have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you 

may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding.” 

2.  God’s moral will is fully revealed. 

 Deuteronomy 29:29  “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but 

the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may 

observe all the words of this law.” 
 

C.  Will for Individuals 

1.  God has a life-plan uniquely designed for each person. 

 Psalm 139:16  “Your eyes have seem my unformed substance; and in 

Your book they were all written, the days that were ordained for me, 

when as yet there was not one of them.” 

 Proverbs 16:9  “The mind of man plans his ways, but the Lord directs 

his steps.” 
 

2.  God’s will for each individual might be revealed through principles of divine 

guidance.  Such guidance is found outside of scripture, but must always be 

consistent with scripture.  (Prayer, opportunities opened or closed, counsel 

from others, common sense, personal convictions, personal desires, inner 

peace)   
 

3.  Most often we recognize God’s guidance after we have been through an event 

in our lives. 



 

II.  The operation of God’s will: 

A.  Directive will: What God tells us to do Jonah 1:1-2 

  

B. Permissive will: What God allows us to do Jonah 1:3 

  

C. Overruling will: What God causes us to do Jonah 1:4, 17; 2:10; 3:1-2 

 

D.  Examples of the operation of God’s will 

1.  Directive will 

 a.  God spoke to individuals 

 b.  God gives instructions for life in His Word, the Bible. 

 

2.  Permissive will 

a.  Sin 

b.  Testing of Job by Satan 

 

3.  Overruling will 

a.  Preventative (Tower of Babel; Genesis 11) 

b.  Determinative (Nebuchadnezar in Daniel 4; salvation of Paul in Acts 9) 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

“So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” Ephesians 5:17 

 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” Romans 12:2 

 

Also see Colossians 1:9-12. 
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