
Hamartiology:  The Study of Sin 1-14-2018 
(Hamartia is the Greek word for sin.) 

Lesson 1.  What is sin?  

 

Review 
A.  Biblical World View topics 
B.  Importance of Systematic Study 
➢ Scripture describes mankind as sinful. 

• What is sin? 

• Where does it come from? 

• How do we explain sin? 

• What can we do about sin? 
 

Introduction 
A.  Non-Christian Religions - View of Sin 

(from “The Sprit of Truth and the Spirit of Error”) 
1.  Christian Science 

Sin is unreal.  Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. 
2.  Spiritualism 

Mankind never had a fall.  Whatever is, is right.  Evil is good. 
No being is naturally bad – evil always originates in ignorance. 

3.  Mormonism 
Adam deliberately and wisely chose (to touch the forbidden tree) and partook of the 
fruit. 
 

B.  Eastern Religions - View of Sin 
1.  Bahá'í -  
 
2.  Buddhism -  
 
3.  Hinduism -  
 
4.  Islam -  
 

 Give some examples of the failure to recognize sin in Christian churches. 
1.   
 
2.   
 

➢ We need to have a clear, Biblical view of sin. 
============================================================================== 

  



I.  Description of Sin:  
A.  Examine Hebrew and Greek words related to sin in order to understand the character of 

sin.  (see handout) 
 
B.  How is sin described in the following verses? 
 1 John 5:17 

 1 John 3:4 

 James 2:10 

 James 4:17 

 Romans 14:23 

 Philippians 2:14-15 

============================================================================== 

II.  Definitions of Sin:  
➢ Sin is anything contrary to the character or standards of God. 

• Sin is anything contrary to the character of God. 
 Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
❖ Memorize Romans 3:23! 

• Sin is anything contrary to the standards of God. 
 1 John 3:4  “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness, and sin is 

lawlessness.” 
 

➢ Sin is missing the mark of divine standards in state of being, thought, or deed. 

• State of being  (Psalm 51:5) 

• Disposition  (Jeremiah 17:9) 

• Deed  (1 John 3:4; 1:8, 10; John 3:19) 
 
============================================================================== 

III.  Sin Lists in Scripture 
Look at the handout listing sins from a number of passages. 
A.  Is any sin on these lists presented as “more sinful” than others? 

 
 

B.  Did any of the sins listed surprise you? 
 
 
C.  How well do people in general understand sin? 
 
 
D.  How does our culture characterize sin? 

  



Hebrew Words for Sin 
1.  katah = sin, to miss the mark (~600x) 

Psalm 119:11  “Thy word I have treasured in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” 

Daniel 9:5  “We have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly, and rebelled, even turning 

aside from Thy commandments and ordinances.” 

 

2.  shagah = to stray, to wander, to error through ignorance 

shagag, shagagah = to err, to do wrong through ignorance or inadvertence 

Numbers 15:25-30;  Leviticus 4:2, 13, 22, 27;  5:15, 18 

 

3.  pasha = transgression (to rebel; revolt) (175x) 

Numbers 14:18  “The Lord is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression.” 

 

4.  ‘avon = iniquity, evil 

Psalm 32:5  “I acknowledge my sin to Thee, and my iniquity I did not hide;  I said, ‘I will 

confess my transgressions to the lord’;  and Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin.” 

 

5.  ‘avar = to cross over a boundary, transgression 

Hosea 6:7  “But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant;  there they have dealt 

treacherously against Me.” 

 

6.  ma’al = wrongdoing, breach in trust;  unfaithfulness 

Daniel 9:7  “unfaithful deeds which they have committed against Thee.” 

Leviticus 6:2  “When a person sins and acts unfaithfully against the Lord” 

Cf. Joshua 7:1;  22:16;  Ezra 10:2, 10 

 

7.  ‘avah = to do wrong, perverseness 

II Samuel 24:17  “David spoke… Behold, it is I who have sinned, and it is I who have done 

wrong.” 

Job 33:27  “I have sinned and perverted what is right.” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

➢ Evil and wickedness are used more often than sin to describe mankind’s status and activities 

in opposition to God. 

8.  ra’ = evil, wickedness, harm (~800x) 

Genesis 6:5  “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that 

every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

9.  rasha’ (adj) = wicked, ungodly (350x) 

Proverbs 15:9  “The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord.” 

10.  ‘avel = wickedness;  iniquity;  unrighteousness 

Psalm 53:1  “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, and have 

committed abominable injustice; there is no one who does good.” 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Other words also characterize that which is unholy before God.  Two such words are kalal 

(profane) and tamea (unclean or defiled). 

  



Greek Words for Sin 
1.  hamartia + related words occur 268 times in the NT = to miss the mark, sin  

Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 

2.  poneros = evil;  poneria = malice, wickedness  (85 times in the NT) 

I Thessalonians 5:22  “abstain from every form of evil.” 

 

3.  kakos = evil;  kakia = wickedness, malice  (62 times in the NT) 

III John 11  “Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good.  The one who does good 

is of God;  the one who does evil has not seen God.” 

 

4.  planao = error, to wander, to deceive  (49 times in the NT) 

James 5:19, 20  “If any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, let him 

know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death.” 

 

5.  adikia = unrighteousness;  adikos = unjust  (37 times in the NT) 

I John 5:17  “All unrighteousness is sin.” 

 

6.  paraptoma = fall, trespass, transgression  (23 times in the NT) 

Ephesians 2:1  “You were dead in your trespasses and sins.” 

Ephesians 1:7  “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.” 

 

7.  anomia, anomos = lawlessness, iniquity  (15 times in the NT) 

I John 3:4  “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness;  and sin is lawlessness.” 

Titus 2:14  “who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 

purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.” 

 

8.  parabaino, parabasis = transgression  (11 times in the NT) 

II John 2:9  “Anyone who goes to far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not 

have God.” 

I Timothy 2:14  “And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman, being quite 

deceived, fell into transgression.” 

 

9.  parakoe = disobedience;  failure to hear 

Romans 5:19  For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even 

so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.”  (also Hebrews 

2:2) 

 

10.  agnoeo, agnoema, agnoia = lack of knowledge, ignorance 

Hebrews 9:7  “the high priest enters, once a year, not without taking blood, which he offers 

for himself and for the sins of the people committed in ignorance.” 

Also I Peter 1:14;  Ephesians 4:18;  I Timothy 1:13 

 


