
Hamartiology:  Studies Concerning Sin 1/21/2018 

Lesson 2.  The Origin of Sin 
 

I.  Sin does not originate with God 
A.  God’s character is free from sin. 

1.  Holy 
 Isaiah 6:3  “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is full of 

His glory.” 
2.  Righteous 
 Psalm 145:17  “The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His 

deeds.” 
3.  Just 
 Deuteronomy 32:4  “The Rock!  His ways are perfect, for all his ways are 

just;  a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is 
He.” 

4.  Light 
 1  John 1:5  “God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” 

 
B.  The original creation was not sinful. 

1.  Angels were created holy. 
 Even Satan was created apart from sin.  (Ezekiel 28:12-15) 
2.  The universe was created “good.”  (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31) 
3.  Mankind was created without sin.  (Genesis 1:31; Ecclesiastes 7:29) 
 

C.  Sin is within the permissive will of God. 
1.  God permits the nations to go their own way.  (Acts 1:16-17) 
2.  God permits individuals to go their own way.  (Romans 1:24-28) 
3.  God allows Satan limited activity.  (Job 1:6-2:6) 
4.  The death of Jesus was within God’s permissive will.  (Acts 2:23; 3:18) 

 
D.  God’s attributes are made more evident because of the presence of sin. 

1.  His righteous judgments are seen. (Romans 9:22) 
2.  His lovingkindness and mercy in salvation are evident.  (Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14;  

2:4-7) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
✓ Respond to the following false concepts on the origin of sin and evil. 

1.  God is the author of sin and evil since He is the cause of all things. 
 
 
2.  Evil is eternal.  It is a part of the makeup of the universe.  There is a duality of 

good and evil. (Note:  like the “dark side” and the “light side!”) 
 
 



II.  The first sin in the universe:  Satan’s rebellion against God 
A.  How is Satan described in Ezekiel 28:12-15? 

 
B.  What was Satan’s goal according to Isaiah 14:12-14? 

• Note the five “I will” statements. 
 The “I will” statements of: 

1.  I will ________________________________________________________ . 
 
2.  I will ________________________________________________________ . 

“Stars of God” probably refers to angels. 
➢ Satan desires to rule over the angelic realm. 
 

3.  I will ________________________________________________________ . 
In heathen literature the north was considered to be the abode of the gods 
who sat in council over the earth. 
➢ Satan desires to rule the earth. 

 
4.  I will ________________________________________________________ . 

Clouds frequently picture glory and divine presence.  (I.e. the pillar of cloud 
at the tabernacle.) 
➢ Satan desires to glorify himself 

 
5.  I will ________________________________________________________ . 
➢ Satan desires to be like God. 
 

 Satan’s pride motivated him to defy God and promote himself to be like God. 
 
C.  Satan’s goal has not changed. 

1.  How does the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness demonstrate Satan’s 
desires?  Matthew 4:1-11 

 
2.  How does 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 9 show Satan’s desire to be worshipped as 

God? 
 

III.  The second sin in the universe:  Some of the angels chose to follow 
Satan in his rebellion against God. 
• Note that demons are angelic beings who chose to rebel against God. 
What do the following verses tell us about these fallen angels? 
 Ephesians 6:11-13 
 
 Revelation 12:4-9 
 
 Matthew 25:41 



IV.  The first sin in the human race 
 Read Genesis 3:1-7.  A Serpent in the Garden of Eden 
A.  The Tempter. 

1.  Who is said to have tempted Eve?  (Genesis 3:1, 4, 13) 
 

2.  Who is the serpent identified as in Revelation 12:9; 20:2. 
 

➢ Satan became the external agent to entice Eve to sin. 
 
B.  The Temptation. 

1.  Satan attacked God’s Word. 
 :1-3  doubt of God’s Word  :4-5  denial of God’s Word 
 
2.  Satan’s lie:  What three statements in these verses summarize Satan’s lie? 

a. 

b. 

c. 

3.  The substitute for God’s Word appealed to Eve’s human nature.  (:6) 
a.  Physical appetite The fruit was __________________________ . 

b.  Emotions, senses The fruit was __________________________ . 

c.  Mind, spiritual insight The fruit was __________________________ . 

 

➢ I John 2:16 “All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but from the 
world.” 

 
C.  Eve’s response to the temptation. 

1.  How does 1 Timothy 2:14 describe Eve’s response? 
 
2.  Eve erred in the application of God’s Word to this temptation. 

God said: Eve said: Error: 
2:16  “you may eat freely” 3:2  “we may eat” Omission of God’s word 

2:17  “you shall surely die” 3:3  “lest you die” Understatement of God’s word 

2:17  “you shall not eat” 3:2  “not eat from it or touch it” Possible addition to God’s word 
 

➢ Satan’s greatest weapon against mankind is the inaccurate, incomplete, and 
inadequate understanding of God’s Word. 
 

➢ Give examples of how omissions, additions, or understatements of God’s 
word can affect us today. 

 



V.  The second sin in the human race 
A.  Adam chose to join Eve in her transgression.  (Genesis 3:6-7) 
 
B.  Eve was deceived, but Adam deliberately sinned.  (1 Timothy 2:13-14) 
 
C.  Adam’s sin impacts the entire human race. (Romans 5:12-21) 
 
❖ Adam and Eve departed from the will of God for supposed personal gain. 

 
 

VI.  Personal Sin 

A.  According to Romans 3:9-12, 23, who has committed sin? 
 
 
B.  What is the source of personal sin in the following verses? 
 Ephesians 2:3 

 
 Romans 7:14-25 

 
 Jeremiah 17:9;  Mark 7:21 

 
 
 
 


