
Hamartiology:  Studies Concerning Sin 2/11/2018 

Lesson 4.  The Impact of Adam’s Sin on the Human Race 
➢ Adam’s sin brought death, depravity, and disability to the entire human race. 
 

 Death 
I.  All individuals in the human race are subject to physical death. 
 Romans 5:12-13; Romans 6:23 

 Physical death is the separation of the soul and spirit from the body. 
 
II.  All individuals in the human race are born spiritually dead.  
 Psalm 58:3 “The wicked are estranged from the womb; those who speak lies go astray 

from birth.” 
 1 Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 2:1-3 
Spiritual death is the separation from a holy God because of sin. 
 

III.  Apart from salvation in Jesus Christ, persons who die will experience the second death.   
 Revelation 2:11; 20:6, 14-15; 21:8 
The second death is the eternal separation of an individual from God in the Lake of Fire. 

============================================================================== 

 Depravity of Mankind 
I. Definition: Human nature is corrupt, perverse, and sinful throughout. 

Because of Adam’s sin, our human nature is corrupt and sinful. 

  Genesis 6:5; Psalm 14:3; Romans 7:18 
A. Depravity does not mean: 

1.  That a person is as bad as he possibly can be. 
2.  That a person lacks a conscience for right or wrong. 
3.  That a person is prone to every form of sin. 
4.  That a person has no qualities pleasing to mankind. 

 
B. Depravity does mean: 

1.  The unsaved have a fixed bias, preferring self to God. 
 2 Timothy 3:2 "men will be lovers of self" 

 
2.  The unsaved are totally lacking in love toward God. 

(Note: This is the primary requirement of the Law.) 
 2 Timothy 3:4 "lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God" 

 
3.  The unsaved possess hostility toward God. 
 Romans 8:7 "the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not 

subject itself to the law of God." 
 



C. The unsaved are not credited with any thought, act, or emotion which meets with 
divine approval. 
 Romans 7:18 "For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh." 
 Romans 8:8 "those who are in the flesh cannot please God."  
 Hebrews 11:6 "without faith it is impossible to please Him," 

 
II. Depravity is the result of Adam's fall into sin. 

A.  The result of Adam's sin extends to the entire human race. 
1.  Sin nature – Adam's children were born "according to his image" (Genesis 5:3). 
2.  All are by nature sinful (Ephesians 2:3; Colossians 2:13). 

B.  Depravity is true from birth. 
 Psalm 58:3 "The wicked are estranged from the womb; these who speak lies go 

astray from birth." 
 Job 15:14-16 "What is man, that he should be pure, or he who is born of a 

woman, that he should be righteous?" 
 1 Peter 1:18 "knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable 

things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers," 

 Ephesians 2:3 "Among whom we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 
indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest." 

 

I I I .  The extent of depravity  
A.  Depravity extends to all mankind. It is universal. All individuals are sinful. 
 2 Chronicles 6:36 "there is no man who does not sin" 
 Ecclesiastes 7:20 "there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good 

and who never sins." 
 Psalm 143:2 "In Thy sight no man living is righteous." 
 Romans 3:23  “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 Isaiah 53:6 "All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his 

own way;" 
Also Romans 3:9-18; cf. Psalm 14:1-3 

 

B.  Every facet of one's being is corrupt. Individuals are sinful throughout. 
1. The flesh. Romans 7:18; 8:5-8; John 6:63 
 “I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.”  Romans 7:18 
 “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to 

the law of God.”  Romans 8:7 
 “What is man, that he should be pure, or he who is born of a woman, that he 

should be righteous?”  Job 15:14-16 
2. The heart (The heart represents our entire inner being.)  
 Jeremiah 17:9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick." 
 Ecclesiastes 9:3 "The hearts of the sons of men are full of evil, and insanity 

is in their hearts throughout their lives." 



 Mark 7:21-23 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil 
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and 
wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 
All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man." 

 

a.  Desire  Psalm 10:3  “The wicked boasts of his heart’s desires.”  
John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of 

your father.” 
b.  Intellect Mark 7:21 (evil thoughts); Genesis 6:5 

(also see Romans 8:7-8; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 4:18; Titus 1:15; 
Romans 3:11) 

c.  Will   Mark 7:21 (behavior and actions); John 3:19-20 
d.  Emotion Proverbs 2:14  (also see John 3:19-20... men loved darkness) 

============================================================================== 

 Disability:  The Inability of Man to Save Himself 
I.  Distinction between depravity and inability: 

A.  Depravity means that our nature is corrupt, perverse, and sinful throughout. 
B.  Inability means that we, by our own efforts, are unable to do anything that will change 

our depraved, sinful condition or gain favor before God. 
 
II.  Apart from divine enablement Man does not understand or seek God. 
 Romans 3:9-12 
 Psalm 14:1-3 
 Isaiah 55:8; 1 Corinthians 2:11 
 

III.  Man’s corrupt nature rejects God. 
Romans 8:7 "the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to 

the law of God, for it is not even able to do so" 
A.  The unbelieving mind does not want God (John 3:19-20; 5:39-40; John 12:37; Revelation 

16:9, 11, 21). 
B.  The unbelieving mind is insensitive to God (Ephesians 4:17-19; Romans 1:21-23; 3:11, 

18). 
C.  The unbelieving mind rejects truth concerning God. 
 Romans 1:18 "For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness," 
 1 Corinthians 2:14 "But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; 

for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised." 

 
IV. The unbeliever is unable to change from his lost state.  
 Job 14:4 "Who can make the clean out of the unclean? No one!” 
 Jeremiah 13:23 "Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then you 

also can do good who are accustomed to evil." 



V. The unbeliever is unable to do anything spiritually good. 
 Romans 8:7-8 "the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 

itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God." 

 Isaiah 64:6 "all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment;" 
 Titus 3:5 "He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 

but according to His mercy," 
 
VI.  Divine assistance is necessary to enable one to turn to God. 
 John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him." 
 John 6:65 "No one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father. 
 John 15:16, 19 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you." 

"You are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world," 
 
VII. Summary description of Man’s inability to save himself:  

A. Man is unable to do any spiritual good. 
1.  He is unable to do that which is truly good in God's sight. 
2.  He neither desires nor is able to do the will of God. 

B. Man is unable to turn himself to God. 
1.  He is unable and unwilling to respond to God. 
2.  He is incapable of turning toward God for salvation. 

C.  What man can do: 
1.  Choose a "lesser" sin rather than a "greater" (humanly speaking) 
2.  Refuse altogether to yield to certain temptations. 
3.  Perform, outwardly good acts with improper motives. 

 4.  May seek God from motives of self-interest. 
D.  What man cannot do: 

1.  He cannot change his preference for self and sin to a love for God. 
Note… total depravity says man has a bias for self and is lacking in love toward God.  

Inability says that man cannot change this character apart from divine 
assistance. 

2.  Man cannot change his nature or prepare himself for salvation.  
 
VIII. Related concepts to the inability of man to respond to God. 

A.  Unbelievers are slaves to sin (John 8:34; Titus 3:3). 
B.  Unbelievers are dead in their sinful state (Ephesians 2:1; Colossians 2:13; Romans 5:12). 
C.  Unbelievers are subject to Satanic blindness (2 Corinthians 4:3-4; Ephesians 2:1-2; 2 

Timothy 2:25-26; John 8:42-44; 1 John 5:19). 
 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 "And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 

are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ," 


