
Hamartiology:  Studies Concerning Sin 2/18/2018 

Lesson 5.  Imputed Sin 
 
I.  Description: 

A.  to “impute” means “to lay the responsibility or blame for.” 
 Also “to put in one’s account”, “to credit to a person.” 
B.  Since Adam is the representative head of the human race, his posterity is considered to 

have sinned when he sinned.  All are counted as guilty of Adam’s sin. 
C.  Imputed sin is a judicial act of God.  Sin is placed in your account.  Persons do not 

personally participate in the sin of Adam, yet they are considered guilty of sin. 
D.  All individuals are born spiritually dead, guilty of Adam’s sin, separated from God. 

 
❖ Key passage… Romans 5:12-19 
 
II.  Read Romans 5:12-19. 

A.  :12  The declaration that guilt and death are imputed to all. 
1.  Who is the one man through whom sin entered the world? 
 
2.  Note on “sin entered the world.” 
 This refers to: 
  a)  sin as a transgression 
  b)  sin as a part of human nature (depravity) 
  c)  sin as guilt imputed to the whole human race 
 
3.  What was the penalty for sin?  (also see Genesis 2:17) 
 Through the sin of Adam came _____________ , separation from God. 
 
4.  “all sinned” is in the Greek aorist tense meaning that at a point of time in the past all 

sinned.   
It does not say “all are sinful.” 
It does not say “all have sinned.” (i.e. personal transgression) 
It does say that “All sinned at a point of time in the past.” 
 All sinned when Adam sinned. 

 
✓ How can Paul say that “one sinned” and that “all sinned” referring to the same 

event? 
As the representative head of the human race, his action is imputed to the entire 

human race. 
 
✓ What does 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 say about the source of death? 
 Note the contrast between those “in Adam” and those “in Christ.” 
 



Summary:  Adam is the representative head of the human race.  As a result of his 
sin, all of his descendants have the penalty of death imputed to them. 

 a.  All are regarded and treated as sinners on account of his sin. 
 b.  His sin is the judicial grounds or reason for death being passed to all. 

 
B.  :13-14.  Illustration proving that death is imputed. 

These verses demonstrate that personal sins are not the issue in this passage.  
Even when there was no personal violation of a specific command (as Adam), there was 

death! 
 
C.  :15-19.  Contrast between the sin of Adam and the work of Jesus. 

Through Adam’s one act of disobedience Through Jesus’ one act of obedience 
- - 

- - 

- - 

- - 

- - 

 Would you prefer to be “in Adam” or “in Christ?” 
 
 Romans 5:15-19.  Five times in these verses only one sin is seen as the source of 

death that comes to all. 
 

D.  Verses 18 and 19 affirm verse 12. 
1.  “through one transgression there resulted condemnation for all men.” 
2.  “through one man’s disobedience, the many were made sinners.” 

Katestathesan – aorist passive of kathistemi 
 = to make or cause someone to become something 
 Aorist = point of time in the past 
 Passive = made sinners; not became sinners 
  The subject receives the action of the verb. 
 The subject does not participate in the action. 

3.  Adam’s sin was regarded as ours.  He was representing the entire human race. 
 

III.  Further evidences supporting imputed sin. 
A.  The analogy of Scripture. 

1.  See 1 Corinthians 15:22 
“in Adam” all  ___________________ 

“in Christ” all  ___________________ 

 
 



2.  Jesus is our head: 
 We are raised with Him (Romans 6:3, 5, 8) 
 We are crucified with Him  (Romans 6:6) 
 We are buried with Him  (Colossians 2:12) 
 We are seated with Him  (Ephesians 2:6) 

• We are identified with our head! 
 

B.  Illustrations of representation. 
1.  Hebrews 7:8-9 cf. Genesis 14 

“through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes, for he was still in 
the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.” 

 
2.  Achan’s sin in Joshua 7. 
 The entire nation was deemed guilty though only Achan committed sin. 
 His sin was imputed to the entire nation. 

============================================================================== 
Response to those who would say, “That’s not fair!” 

People might complain about being associated by imputation with the sin of Adam 
 
I.  Three Imputations (all are judicial) 

A.  The imputation of Adam’s sin to the human race.  (Romans 5:12-19) 
B.  The imputation of the sin of all to Jesus Christ.  (1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5) 
C.  The imputation of the righteousness of God to all who are saved by faith in Jesus. 

Should we also complain about being associated by imputation with the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ?  Through faith, His righteousness is credited to us, placed in our 
account!  (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Romans 3:21-22) 

 
II.  Imputed righteousness 

A.  The righteousness of Jesus is credited (imputed) to all who through faith receive Him as 
Savior. 

B.  The word for imputation (or to reckon) is found 11 times in Romans 4. 
C.  From this passage we learn that: 

1.  Righteousness is bestowed upon you (reckoned or imputed).  It is not earned or 
merited.  (Romans 4:3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 22, 23, 24) 

2.  Righteousness is associated with faith.  (:3, 5, 9, 13, 14, 16, 20, 22, 24) 
3.  Righteousness is not gained by ritual or through keeping the law.  (:10,11, 13, 14, 16) 
4.  Righteousness is according to grace.  (:16) 
5.  Righteousness is associated with Jesus Christ.  (:25) 

 
 Romans 4:8. For those who have the righteousness of Christ, sin is no longer credited 

against them! 
 


