
Eschatology:  Studies Concerning Future Events 6/24/2018 

Lesson 6.  The Rapture 
 

Introduction:  What does Eschatology look like without the Rapture? 

Consider the following… 
1.  The covenants (Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, New) 
2.  The King and His Kingdom 
3.  The Day of the Lord 
4.  Daniels 70th Week 

 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 

I.  The Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ are separate events. 
 Rapture of the Church Second Coming of Jesus 
A.  Not revealed in the OT Prophesied in the OT, Zechariah 14:4 
 
B.  At hand, no signs to be fulfilled Many details of prophecy to be fulfilled 
 The next event on God’s time table  Revelation 6-19 

Imminence verses…”eagerly await His coming”  John 14:2-3; 1 Corinthians 1:7; Romans 8:23; 
Philippians 3:20-21; Titus 2:13; 1 Timothy 6:14; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; 4:16-17; 5:5-9; 
James 5:8-9; Hebrews 9:28; Revelation 3:10 

Note: This is unique to the pre-tribulation understanding of the rapture. 
 
C.  Time of comfort for believers Time of terror and judgment for unbelievers 
 1 Thessalonians 4:18     Revelation 6:15-17; 19:15 
 
D.  Concerns the church – those “in Christ” Concerns Israel and the nations. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16  Zechariah 12:2-9 
 

E.  Believer goes out of the world Unbeliever taken to await judgment  
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  Matthew 24:37-41 
 
F.  Church goes to heaven Church comes back to earth 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18    Jude 1:14; 1 Thessalonians 3:13 
 
G.  Christ meets the church in the air Christ returns to earth 
 1 Thessalonians 4:17   Zechariah 14:4 
 
H.  Removal of the Holy Spirit constraining sin Satan removed 
 2 Thessalonians 2:7   Revelation 20:1-3 
 
I.  Believers’ changed Believers on earth enter the everlasting kingdom 
 1 Corinthians 15   Romans 8:19-22 
 
J.  Time of reward for the Church Time of reward for Israel 
 Before the second advent   After the second advent; After tribulation 



K.  Judgment Seat of Christ Great White Throne 
 1 Corinthians 3:12-15   Revelation 20 
 
 
 

II.  Survey of Rapture Views: 
A.  Post-Tribulation Rapture  
➢ The rapture of Christians and the second coming occur together, after the 

tribulation. 
Problems: 

1.  Denies distinctions between the rapture and the second advent  
2.  Denies distinctions between Israel and the Church. (Jacob’s trouble) 
3.  Denies imminence. (no signs v. many signs) 
4.  There is nobody to live in the millennium in the post-tribulation view. 

 
B.  Mid-Tribulation Rapture 
➢ The rapture will take place at the midpoint of the tribulation. Only the last half of 

the 7 years is actual Tribulation. 
 

Variations: 
 1.  Pre-Wrath Rapture 

➢ Christians will be raptured at the end of a time called the Great Tribulation, and 
before The Day of the Lord. The pre-wrath position emphasizes the biblical 
distinction between Satan's wrath in the Great Tribulation (which Christians have 
been promised) and the wrath of God (from which Christians have been 
promised deliverance/salvation). 

Problems: 
a.  Denies church and Israel distinctions. 
b.  Denies imminence 
c.  Tribulation is seen as two unrelated halves. 
d.  The whole tribulation period is seen as the wrath of God. (Revelation 6:16-17; 

see Revelation outline) 
 

2.  Seventh Trumpet Rapture 
➢ The church will be raptured at the seventh trumpet in the book of Revelation.  

This is supposedly the same as the “Last Trump” in 1 Corinthians 15:52. 
Problems: 

a.  Same as the Pre-wrath view. 
b.  “last” can mean last in point of time or last in point of sequence. 

The last trump in 1 Corinthians 15:52 signals the end of the church age and 
God’s earthly program with the church. 

 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Tribulation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Day_of_the_Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_retribution#%22Wrath_of_God%22


c.  Contrast: 
1) Last trump – deliverance and rapture before wrath, 

trump of God 
 Singular trumpet 
 blessings 
 distinctive for the church 
2) Seventh trumpet – wrath is the focus, past and coming, 

angel’s trumpet 
 series of seven trumpets 
 judgment 

for unbelievers in general 
d.  The very last trump is seen in Matthew 24:30-31 when angels gather believers 

to Jerusalem at the second coming of Jesus.  This is after the 7th trumpet of 
Revelation.  

 
E.  Partial Rapture 

Subjects of the rapture are those watching and waiting. 
Luke 21:36; Matthew 24:41-42; Hebrews 928; Philippians 3:11; 1 Corinthians 15:23; 
 2 Timothy 4:8; 1 Thessalonians 1:10 
Problems: 

1.  Misunderstanding of the value of the death of Jesus… 
 “no condemnation,” propitiation, reconciliation, redemption 
2.  Denise the unity of the body of Christ (1Corinthians 12:12-13) 
3.  Confuses law and grace. Our standing before God is not based upon works. 
4.  Does not distinguish Israel and the Church. 

 
F.  Pre-Tribulation Rapture 

See “Evidence for the Rapture prior to the Tribulation” 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Solving the Rapture Question 
A.  Literal interpretation 
B.  Two distinctions 
 1.  Church age and the age of Israel 
 2.  Rapture and the Second Advent 
C.  Two doctrines 
 1.  Imminence 
 2.  Restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit 
D.  Purpose and nature of the tribulation 
 



Evidence for the Rapture Prior to the Tribulation 
 
1.  The seven years of tribulation is identified in Scripture as specifically relating to the Jews and 

the end of the Jewish time period.  It is the end of the Jewish age rather than the Church 
age. It is the 70th week of years in Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27) telling of the end of 
the Jewish age and the bringing in of everlasting righteousness.  It is the time period in 
which “the abomination of desolation” (Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew 24:15) also indicates the 
end of the Jewish age (Matthew 24:3). 

 
2.  The outline of the book of Revelation signifies the absence of the church during the seven 

years of tribulation. 
a.  Revelation 1:19  “Write therefore the things which you have seen, and the things which 

are, and the things which shall take place after these things.” 
1)  Revelation 1.    “the things which you have seen” 
2)  Revelation 2-3.   “the things which are” (letters to the churches) 
3)  Revelation 4-22.   “the things which shall take place after these things” 

b.  Some see a hint of the rapture in Revelation 4:1 when John hears, “Come up here, and I 
will show you what must take place after these things.” 

 
3.  The word “church” occurs 17 times in Revelation 1-3 but is not mentioned at all in chapters 

4-19. 
a.  Persons who are saved during the tribulation are identified as Jews and Gentiles, not the 

body of Christ in which there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile. (Galatians 3:28)   
 

b. In the letters to the churches in Revelation 2 and 3, the phrase “if anyone has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches,” is repeated seven times.  Revelation 13:9 
says “if anyone has an ear, let him hear,” but omits the phrase, “what the Spirit says to 
the churches.” 

 
4.  The restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit will be removed with the departure of the church 

at the rapture.  (II Thessalonians 2:1-7) 
With the church removed (all believers removed from the earth at the rapture;  

I Thessalonians 4:13-18) and the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit withdrawn, what 
remains is Satan’s world system, godless governments, and human religions. 

Tribulation follows with the persecution of new believers (Jews and Gentiles), and the wrath 
of God being poured out upon the earth to judge wickedness. 

 
5.  The church is not destined for wrath. 

Revelation 3:10; I Thessalonians 1:10; 5:2-10; II Thessalonians 2:3ff. 
No passage shows the church going through the tribulation. 
 

6.  Jesus returns with His saints at the end of the tribulation. 
Revelation 19:6-8; 11-16; Jude 1:14; I Thessalonians 3:13 


