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Outline of 2nd Samuel  
 
Part I – Chapters 1-10 – The Rise of David and the Kingdom 
Part II – Chapters 11-24 – The Sin of David and the Consequences 
 
Chapter 1 – David mourns the death of Saul and Jonathan. 
 v.1-16 – David learns of Saul’s death from an Amalekite, executing him as a murderer. 
 v.17-27 – David and Israel mourn and exalt Saul and Jonathan in song. 
Chapter 2 – David is proclaimed King of Judah. 
 v.1 – David begins “inquiring” of God: 1.) Shall I go up?  2.) What city? 
 v.4 – David is anointed by the men of Judah as their king. 
 v.4-7 – David commends and invites Jabesh-gilead to join him, after they honored Saul. 

v.8-32 –Saul’s house, with General Abner as the power broker and Saul’s son, Ish-
bosheth, as king, battle David’s men in a bitter Civil war.  Abner kills Joab’s brother, 
David’s nephew. 

Chapter 3-4 – David’s house grows stronger while Saul’s declines. 
 3:6-21 – Abner becomes a peace-broker after falling out with Ish-bosheth. 
 3:22-30 – Joab murders Abner in the gate of Hebron, a city of refuge! 
 3:31-39 – Israel is impressed at how David mourns for Abner, seeing it wasn’t his doing. 
 4:1-12 – Ish-bosheth is murdered and Saul’s house flees.  Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth  

falls as his nurse flees, and he becomes lame for life. 
Chapter 5-6 – David’s becomes king of Israel, taking the ark to Jerusalem the new capitol city. 
 6:12 – David “realized” all this came about because of the Lord 
 6:17-25 – With God’s help, David defeats the Philistines. 
 6:6-9 – the people learn that God is holy and requires holiness and reverence 
 6:11-12 – David learns God desires to bless his people 
 6:13-23 – Michal despises David’s “humble in my own eyes” approach to worship 
Chapter 7 – God establishes an unconditional covenant with David. 
 v. 4-7 – David is not the one chosen to build God a house. 
 v.8-17 – God will build David an enduring house 
 v.18-29 – David, filled with awe and gratitude, praises God for the promises. 
Chapter 8 – “The Lord helped David” expand the Kingdom and lead Israel to victory.  
Chapters 9-10 – David shows grace to Mephibosheth and defeats Ammonites and Arameans. 
 9:1 – David asks if there is anyone of Saul’s house to whom he can show “chesed” (loyal  

love for Jonathan’s sake (cf. 1 Sam. 20:14-17; 42) 
9:7-13 –  Mephibosheth is treated as a son, and given all the property that had been Saul’s 
10:1-19 – David defeats Ammon and Aram after they humiliate his servants, who were  
simply conveying David’s expression of “chesed” 
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Part II – Chapters 11-24 – The Sin of David and the Consequences 
 
Chapters 11-12 – David commits adultery and murder, is confronted, and suffers for it. 
 11:1 – The kingdom is driving itself, so David lets down his guard and relaxes. 
 11:2-4 – David commits adultery with the wife of Uriah, one of his mighty men. 
 11:5-13 – David’s two attempts to cover his own sin fail. Uriah is more righteous! 
 11:14-27 – David arranges for Uriah to die in battle, so the 3rd cover up is complete. 
 12:1-9 – Nathan confronts David’s sin: You are the man! 
 12:10-24 – David suffers the consequences of his sin: the sword will never depart; God  

will “raise up evil against you from your own household”; your son will die. 
12:25 – Solomon is born to David and Bathsheba: named Jedidiah: beloved of the Lord. 

 12:26-31 – Joab defeats all the Ammonite cities. 
Chapters 13-14 – Evil arises in David’s family 
 13:1-19 – Amnon desires his half sister, Tamar, and rapes her and throws her out. 
 13:22 – David is angry, but no action is taken. 
 13:20-39 – Absalom, Tamar’s full brother, murders Amnon and flees.  
 14:1-33 – Joab arranges for Absalom to be return to Jerusalem after 3 years exile 
Chapters 15-16 – Absalom revolts, forcing David into exile, and then publicly shamed David. 
 15:1-12 – The politics and the coup are orchestrated. 
 15:13-29 – David flees, but instructs the priests and his friend Hushai to remain. 
 16:1-14 – Members of Saul’s family are glad to see David fall, including Mephibosheth. 

16:15-23 – Absalom commits adultery with his father’s concubines—a public 
demonstration of claiming a throne. 

Chapters 17-18 – David is given a chance to gather his army, and wins a victory over his son. 
 17:1-23 – Hushai confounds Ahithophel’s advice, enabling David to gather an army. 
 17:24-18:4 – David organizes his army to face Absalom. 
 18:5-8 – David commands his men to be “gentle” with Absalom is defeated 
 18:9-18 – Heartless Joab kills helpless Absalom. 
 18:19-33 – When new of his son’s death arrives, David weeps, wishing he died instead. 
Chapter 19 – After his sad victory, David returns to the throne, showing grace to many. 
 19:1-7 - Joab rebukes David’s sorrow for Absalom. 
 19:8-14 – To win the hearts of Israel, David replaces Joab with Amasa as General. 
 19:15-43 – David deals justly and graciously with those who showed favor and betrayal. 
Chapter 20 – David deals with Sheba’s rebellion and Joab murders Amasa, to get his job back. 
Chapters 21-24 – David is presented as a mediator and a preserver. 
 21:1-14 – Israel faces national judgment for Saul’s act against the Gibeonites 
           21:15-22 David leads with his mighty men to victory against the Philistines. 
      22:1-51 – The Song of David celebrates God covenant and past victories. 
      23:1-7 – The Song of Praise celebrates God’s covenant and future security. 
           23:8-39 – The Victories of David’s mighty men are recounted. 
 24:1-25 – Israel faces national judgment for David’s act of pride. 
 
Note the literary structure of the conclusion of this book!!! 


