
Eschatology:  Studies Concerning Future Events 7/15/2018 

Lesson 9.  The New Heaven and New Earth 
 
Introduction: 

1.  A common view of the new heaven and new earth is that it will occur at the end of the 
1,000 years spoken of in Revelation 20.  The present earth will at that time be 
completely destroyed and replaced with the new heaven and earth. 

2.  The scriptures seem to place the new heaven and earth as well as the New Jerusalem at 
the beginning of the Millennium, corresponding to the second coming of Jesus when the 
present earth, purged of wickedness, will be restored in righteousness. 

 

I.  What is the Old Testament picture of eschatology? 
A.  Jesus Christ will establish His kingdom on earth. It will be an everlasting kingdom. 
 Isaiah 9:7  “There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace on the throne 

of David and over His kingdom, to establish it: and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness from then on and forever more.” 

 Daniel 2:44  “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which 
will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush 
and put an end to all these kingdoms, it will itself endure forever.” 

 Daniel 7:14  “His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall  not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 

➢ There is only one eternal kingdom, not a 1,000 year reign followed by an eternal 
kingdom. 
 

B.  The kingdom will be established after a period of tribulation.  The Lord will return to 
judge the nations, restore His people to their land, and establish righteousness. 
➢ The Day of the Lord sets up the eternal kingdom. 

Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14 
 Joel 3:18-21 “Egypt will become a waste, and Edom will become a desolate 

wilderness, because of the violence done to the sons of Judah, in whose land they 
have shed innocent blood.  But Judah will be inhabited forever, and Jerusalem to all 
generations. 

 Amos 9:15  “I will also plant them in their land, and they will not again be rooted out 
from their land which I have given them.” 

 Micah 4:7  “The Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion from now on and forever.” 
 Zechariah 14: 

:3-5 Return of the Lord 
:9  The Lord will reign.  “The Lord will be king over all the earth” 
:10   “the land will be changed”  
:12-15  Israel’s enemies defeated 
:16-19  Some will not worship the Lord! 
 

✓ When will His everlasting kingdom begin? 
 
 



II.  The New Heavens and New Earth in Isaiah 65-66. 
A.  Context: 

Isaiah 62 The restoration of Israel 
Isaiah 63 The judgment of God’s enemies 
Isaiah 63:7-65:16  The confession and repentance of God’s people. 

 
B.  Isaiah 65:17  New Heavens and New Earth 
 :17-25 Characteristics of the new heaven and new earth. 
:17  “the former things shall not be remembered” 

• If the new heaven and earth are after the first 1,000 years of Christ’s reign, does 
this mean the things of the Millennium will not be remembered? 

:18  Jerusalem will be created for rejoicing. 
:19  There will no longer be crying and weeping. 
:20  There will be length of life. 
:21  Physical prosperity will be enjoyed (houses and crops). 
:22  Enemies will not take their belongings. 
:23  Children will be born and blessed. 
:24  The Lord will be near. 
:25  There will be harmony in nature. 
 

C.  Isaiah 66:15-17  The Lord comes with fire and judgment. 
(2 Thessalonians 1:7-8) 
Isaiah 66:22  The new heavens and new earth are established. 

:23  “all men will come and bow before Me,” says the Lord. 
 

D.  Isaiah 66:22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth which I make will endure 
before Me,” declares the Lord, “So your offspring and your name will endure.” 

 When did the Jews understand that this would take place? 
  (at the coming of the Lord or 1,000 years after the Lord’s return?) 
 
➢ The New Heaven and New Earth are associated with the return of Jesus to judge His 

enemies, restore His people, bless them, and rule over them. 
 



III.  The New Heavens and New Earth in 2 Peter 3:7, 10-13 
➢ This passage describes the events surrounding the establishment of the Kingdom of 

Jesus Christ. 
A.  :10  The Day of the Lord will come like a thief. 
 (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:2) 

At the Day of the Lord there will be judgment of Gentile nations, restoration of the Jews 
to their land, and the establishment of the kingdom reign of Jesus Christ. 

➢ If this is at the end of the Millennium, how can Jesus come as a thief when He has 
already been reigning for 1,000 years? 
 

B.  Scripture pictures the present earth as continuing forever rather than being annihilated. 
1.  The earth will exist forever. 
 Psalm 37:29  “The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever.” 
 Psalm 104:5  “He established the earth upon its foundation, so that it will not 

totter forever and ever.” 
2.  The promise to Abraham was for a literal land which is to endure forever. 
 Genesis 13:14-17; 15:18; 17:7-8; 48:3-4 

3.  The continued existence of the sun and the moon serve to confirm the promise to 
Israel as an everlasting covenant. 
 Psalm 37:29; 104:5  As the sun and the moon endures, so does the promise. 

 
C.  The following description appears to indicate an annihilation of the present earth. 

:10  “heavens will pass away” (cf. Hebrews 1:10-12, “changed”) 
:10  “the elements will be destroyed with intense heat” 
:10  “earth and its works will burn up” 
:11  “these things are to be destroyed” (the things of this world system) 
:12  “looking for the hastening of the coming day of God” 
:12  “on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will 

melt with intense heat” 
1.  Words used in 2 Peter 3 describe the judgement that the present world system will 

be subjected to. 
a.  “burning” refers to judgment (:7) 
b.  “destroyed” comes from the Greek word meaning “to loose” or “untie,” “to 

bring to an end,” and “to release from bonds.” 
➢ The picture is one of this present world system being judged. 
 Note the comparison to the flood in :6.  The physical world did not disappear. 

The righteous were judged and the physical world renewed. Cf. 2 Peter 3:13 
2.  Does Hebrews 1:10-12 describe the annihilation of this present earth to be replaced 

by a new one? 
:11  “They will perish, but You remain, and they all will become old like a garment,” 

a.  “perish” (apollumi) 
be lost, pass away, be ruined 
change, transformation rather than annihilation 
cf. 2 Peter 3:6 “The world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with 

water.” 



b.  “Old” does not refer to time, but worn out (palaioo = worn out; archaios = old 
in time) 

:12  “and like a mantle You will roll them up; like a garment they will also be changed.” 
“they will be changed” (allatto – 6 times in the New Testatment) 
 Romans 1:23 “changed the glory of the incorruptible God” 
 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 “we shall all be changed” 

➢ There will be a transformation of the heavens and earth, but Jesus Christ 
remains the same. 

 
D.  1 Peter 3:13 “according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 

earth, in which righteousness dwells.” 
➢ Greek kainos used here means “new” in contrast to that which has decayed or worn 

out. 
Neos = new in time; that which has recently come into existence. 
Kainos = new in contrast to that which has decayed or worn out 

1.  The difference is that righteousness reigns rather than wickedness.  This is what is 
new! 

2.  Charles Ryrie – “The present creation will be destroyed so that it may be cleansed 
from all the effects of sin (2 Peter 3:7, 10, 12).” 

 
Observations 
1.  Destruction of the earth and the present world system will occur during the latter part of the 

tribulation and the coming of Jesus. 
✓ Describe the condition of the earth at the second coming of Jesus. 

 
2.  The new heaven and new earth are associated with the return of Jesus and the purification 

of the present world system in order to establish His kingdom of righteousness. 
 
3.  Righteousness is established at the return of Jesus Christ, not 1,000 years later. 
 



IV.  The New Heavens and New Earth in Revelation 21-22 
“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed 

away, and there no longer is any sea.” 
 

A.  Explanation: 
1.  “New” is the Greek word “kainos” meaning new in contrast to that which has 

decayed or worn out. (The Greek word “neos” would mean new in time.) 
2.  “pass away” is from the Greek word “parerchomai” meaning “to come to an end” or 

“to lose force,” “become invalid.” 
➢ These words would not be used to describe the reign of Jesus after 1,000 years! 
➢ The sin corrupted earth has passed away and has been renovated in righteousness 

under the rulership of Jesus. 
 
B.  Doesn’t Revelation 21 come after the Millennium described in chapter 20? 

1.  The book has several parenthetical passages (Chapters 7, 10, 14, etc.) 
2.  Revelation 19-20 summarizes the destiny of Satan and his followers. 
➢ The Millennial period does not relate to the length of Christ’s reign, but to the 

length of Satan’s imprisonment. (Revelation 20:1-7) 
3.  Revelation 21-22 summarizes the destiny of Christ and His followers. 

 
C.  The picture of the new heaven and new earth is consistent with the Old Testament 

description of the return of Jesus and the establishment of His Kingdom. 
Revelation Isaiah 
21:4 Isaiah 25:8-9; 65:19 
21:19 Isaiah 54:11-13 
21:23 Isaiah 60:19 
21:24 Isaiah 54:11-13 
21:25-26 Isaiah 60:11 
22:1-2 Ezekiel 47 
22:5 Isaiah 60:19-20 

 
D.  Why does Revelation 21:1 state “there is no longer any sea?” 
 1.  Sea is used by Daniel and John as a figure referring to Gentile world dominion. 

(Daniel 7:2-3; Revelation 13:1) 
2.  Conclusion: The new heaven and new earth correspond to the end of Gentile 

dominion at the second advent of Jesus Christ. 
 

Conclusion: 
➢ The new heavens and new earth is a transformation of the present earth and heavens 

rather than an annihilation. 
➢ The scriptures describe only one future destruction and restoration, not two.  

(Matthew 24:19-21) 
➢ The transformation takes place at the coming of Jesus Christ when wrath and destruction 

come upon the earth followed by the establishment of His everlasting kingdom. 
 


