
Accelerate: O.T. Historical Books  Lesson 8 – 1st and 2nd Chronicles  

The Book of 
Chronicles 
Title – Rabbinic tradition titles the book: “The Book of the Events of the Days”  

Later called “The Things Omitted” with the thought that is was written as a supplement 
to the Book of Samuel.  This was incorrect. 
 

Author – Unknown (Traditionally credited to Ezra, though possibly later than Ezra) 
 
Date – Written around 450-425 BC, after Persians conquered Babylon and some exiles returned. 
 
Purpose: Like the Books of Samuel and Kings, Chronicles deals with history from an exilic 
point of view, but rather than answer questions that look back at the “why” did this happen, 
Chronicles helps the post-exilic community move forward by answering questions like: 

 Why did this happen to us? 
 Who are we? 
 Are we still God’s people? 
 What do God’s promises to David and Solomon mean for us today? 

 
The book looks at life in the land and life in/after exile.  Chronicles shows life under God’s 
blessing, life in exile as a result of unfaithfulness (idolatry, not seeking Yahweh), and life that is 
restored through repentance (2 Chron. 7:14).  The book encourages repentance and returning to 
God.  God is not finished with his covenant people yet. 
 
Goal: provide the returning nation a true spiritual foundation.  To point out proper priorities not 
intermarrying with gentile idol worshipers, proper place of the Torah, the temple and the 
priesthood.  
 
Point of View – The Book is written with Judah and Jerusalem at the epicenter, in contrast to 1st 
and 2nd Kings, that focuses more on the kingdom of Israel.  Chronicles is exclusively about 
Judah.  The Northern Kingdom was not considered legitimate. 
 
Structure: 
 
1 Chron. 1-9    Genealogical Introduction 

o Depicts the Israel’s original unity as one family (the book does not recognize 
legitimacy of the Northern Kingdom) 

1st Chron. 10-2nd Chron. 9  United Monarchy Under David and Solomon 
o The reigns of David and Solomon presented as a united period 
o Two promises of God are a center piece to Chronicles 

1. The promise to David to establish his throne forever for him and his seed 
 1 Chron. 17:3-14 

2. The promise to Solomon that all who humble themselves, seek God’s face, 
and repent will be forgiven 

 2 Chron. 7:12-22 
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2nd Chron. 10-28   Divided Kingdom: Judah 
2nd Chron. 29-36   Hezekiah –  Babylon – (with focus on single kingdom) 
(Northern Kingdom now gone, so it is as though rule of whole nation defaults back to Jerusalem) 

o Hezekiah presented as a “new David and Solomon” 
o Kingdom presented as unified under the King and in worship in Jerusalem 

o Hezekiah invites all the nation to celebrate Passover in Jerusalem (2 Chr. 
30:1) 

o Temple worship is reinstated for the whole nation 
 
 
 
Themes in Chronicles: 
 
1.) The genealogy: 
 Recapped from Adam to the Exile (1 Chr. 1-2) 
 
2.) The house of David presented as the rightful, royal and messianic line for ALL Israel. 
 
 David’s family line (1 Chr. 3) 
 Judah’s line (1 Chr. 4) 
  
 The story of David:  David becomes King 
     David brings the ark to Jerusalem (1 Chr. 13-16 
     David covenant is established by God (1 Chr. 17) 
     Preparation for the Temple (1 Chr. 22-26)  
 
   The story of the Davidic king ruling forever and building God’s temple are permanently linked. 
 
 
3.) The Jerusalem Temple is the only place for true worship of Yahweh. 
 
 
4.) Phrase: the Lord cares “for all Israel” used 40x’s, in spite of the fact that the book does not 
recognize the Northern Kingdom as legitimate.   
 
 
5.) God punishes disobedience and rewards obedience. 
 
 
6.) Serving God from the heart is emphasized (word “heart” used 63x’s) 
 
 
7.) There is a hope for God’s people.  There is a future, Davidic, messianic king who will build 
the Temple and rule God’s kingdom forever. 


